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inansolouiu of Hionayrni is tli(‘ llfst lualnro 
(‘Xa!H])l(‘ of Moghul arrliiliH'i mv. It it (>o com- 
|)are<l with the toiwb of the Afghan iiitei loixa*, Slua* 
^ah Surl, \vla> (li(Ml sliortiy helma^ lluinavun and was 
huiital at Sasaram in Biliar, the (‘ontrast is instriu t i ve. 
Shin* Shah's tomb (ir):MI'4o) mar] vS 1 la‘ culminal ion ol a 
fifteontli-r'cntury styl(‘ wliich liad taaai e]a])orated by t lu‘ 
Lodi dynasty and is r(‘j)resentt‘d for tln‘ last time at^ 
Dellu in tli(^ tomb of ‘Isa Klian (1547). close alongside 
Iln‘. toml) ol‘ Iftimayfin (sta^, ]>. 21). In its most (‘volvtal 
form, the I.odI toml) was an oidagonal stnndnre 
witli om^ or more tiers of [)avilions oi‘ rj/huJos piling 
up to a flat central do!ne - a trick of (hesign inventtal \ 
in essence long ])reviously at Khajarfdio (A. 1). lt)00) 1 
and elsewhere by the Kindu templ(‘-builders. wl)o had 
similarly built up the pavilion-roofs of halls and vesti- 
bules to support the tall sup(M*stru(‘ture of the ultimate 
shrine. The outlim^ of the Lodi tomb was thus strong 
and (‘oheiamt. and its stiamgth was not infnaiiumtly 
emphasiz(‘d by a ruggedness of masonry that was tliinly 
disgnis(‘d by })lasterwork ov tih^s. 

Idumayrnks tomb on the otlu^r hand discards both 
the (dementary symnudry of tln^ Lodi type and its 
crude stone-(*utting. The elevations are dominated 
by two features derived from Persian architecture : 
the range of three great arches on each side, and the 
high, empliatic dotme The high dome is aclueved ()y 
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tho use of a double shell — a feature whieb had beeu 
used in Persia perhaps as early as the thirteenth-rentiiry 
(Kirman), but now appears for the first time in India. 
It is still “ supported ’’ by Hindu pavilions, which 
were indeed to be incorporated wholehcart(>dlv in the 
Moghul style ; but their grouping is less mechanical 
than in the Lodi-Sher Shah series, and thev do not crowd 
upon and smother the central feature. 

In the perfection of the mason’s craft the tomb 
of Humayun likewise established the Moghul standard. 
Given good freestone, the Indian mason had alwav.s 
shown an un.surpassed skill in the cntting of masonry. 
The resources of the Moghul patrons ensured hence- 
forth a con.stant supply of the best stones and marbles 
in the empire. In Persia the variegation of the surface 
of a building was almost invariably left to coloured 
tiles ; in luflia richly coloured stones and traditional j 
craftsmanship were summoned to supply the need.-* 
In this as in other respects the Persian master-builders 
of the Moghuls adopted and adapted, and the tomb 
of Huma}mn illustrates the process in its early perfec- 
tion. 

R. E. M. WHEELER, 

Diredof (tcneral of A ichaeohdij in India 
Ne^r Delhi, ]94(i 



1. INTUUDUrTlON 


'-THE mausoleiun of iluiuayiiii i,s situated beside ilic 
old course of the Juniiia between the thij’d and 
fourth milestone from Delhi Date on th<> Delhi-M ultra 
Hoad. It stands opposite to the village of Nizamuddiu 
Aulia, and the route leading to it diverges to the east 
from the iMuttra Hoad, where stands a tomb of unkmown 
origin with a, green-tiled dome. In appj’oaehing the 
mau.soleum, the road crosses the .site of the Bu HalTma 
garden and terminates at its eastern gateway. Imme- 
diately to the south of the garden is a massive octagonal 
tomb of the sixteenth century, where lies buried ‘Isa 
Khan, a famous nobleman of the time of ^er Slu'di 
Hurl (1539-45) and his son. After pa>ssing through the 
gateway of the Bu Halhna garden we see on the right 
the northern gate of the 'Arab 8arai, while straight 
ahead is the great pointed arch of the gateway of the 
emperor Humayun'.s tomb-enelosure. About a hun- 
dreel yards to the south-west of this western gatewa}' 
are two Moghul buildings, the Afsarwala mosque and 
tond). 

'Idle (unperor's mausoleum stands in the midst of 
a large square garden {charbdgji), screened by high walls 
with gati'ways to the south and west, the former being 
the main entrance. In the south-east corner of the 
garden is a picturesque tomb of red sandstone, known 
as the Barber's tomb, and outside in the same 
direction is the IS'ila Gumbad. Uut.dde the north east 
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cunK'i' of I eiulusiuc. of Ifuniriyun s iim iisolotuii ai'o 
tile reiiiaiiis of a lioiisi' in the .severe Tuglilai| style (foiir- 
teeiitli eentuiv), which accoi'ding to Ijaditioii foiiiied 
the residence of Haziat Nizanuidillii Aulia. a fainou,^ 
saint, who died in 1320 . 

In the following historical and architectural note.s. 
priority ha.s been given to the mausoleum of liumavuu 
as the principal monument : the accounts of the other 
monuments, viz. the Barlier's tomb. Nila tbmdjad. 
Chillah Nizanuuhlln Aulia. Ahsarwlda nmspiic and tomb, 
‘Arab (sarai, tlie Bid HalTma gaidcn. and tlie tomb 
and mos{[ue of ‘Isa Ivlian. follow in the order of their 
proximity to llumayun's tomi). 



2. MALSOLELM UK TJIK EMEEKOE KLM.WOX 
*^HE life of HmuayCiiK the second Mo gh ul emperor 
of Delhi, was marked by many struggles and 
vicissitudes. H(* asi'cnded the throiu* of Delhi after the 
deatii of his father. Babar the Dreat, in lo3U. 11ie 
Mo gh ul Eminre was not \'et linn on its foundations, and 
liumayun had to su})])ress a number of rebellions al 
the outset. Early suc(‘ess was followed by disaster. 
In tool) ^er I^an. an Afghan iioblema)) rose victo- 
riously against him aiul the vaiupiished em])eror lied 
the country, lie p<ismmI sixteen years in (exile at the 
('ourt of Slulh Talimasp of JVusia, but in looo he 
ridunusl with a borrowed Beisian ariiiy, r('<*ov(‘j*ed 
his lost dominion and re-(‘slal)lisln‘d the Moghul 
]hn[)ir(e Jh' did not long survive his r<hurn ajid died 
on th(i I9th of Januar\\ lo5<3,. after a fall on the 
steps of his library in Eurana hdlbdi. 

Tlu' remains of liumayun were removi'd from the 
Ihirana (^)ikah ami bmmal in the place where tliey now 
li(‘.. The tomb itself was erecUal bv Humayuu s queen, 
Hajl B( ‘guin, i)i ;it ;i coslot lil'tccn lakhs uf rupees^, 

Imt structural ('vidcucc shows that the wa'stern 

‘ Sayyid Ahmad Khau in hi'? book Asariia-Sanridid (ISlb), Cart UI, 50, 
^ivos the (late of its constnictiou A. H. DTIl ( A.D. 1505) and lias been followed 
by all later writers. But an older mauusei ipt of thw Siyanil-Matiazil by Saiigiij 
l>eg (late eighteenth eentury), at incsent in the Delhi Fort Museum, states 
that the foundation of the tomb was laid in the fourtecntli year of Akbar'a 
reign (A D, 1609) : 

^ ^ d 

* * ‘ w-jb ^ 3 oLv.ib 



enclosure- wall of the tomb was erected before the'Ai’ab 
Sarai, which was constructed in 1560-1 (see below, p. 18). 

No other mausoleum contains so many distinguished 
dead of the Moghul dynasty as the mausoleum of 
Humayun. Although his three immediate successors 
were buried elsewhere, most of the later emperors, 
princes and princesses and their particular attendants 
lie close to him. The identification of individual graves 
is uncertain, since all of them arc uninscribed. But 
it is said that round the grave of Humayun are interred 
Hamida Banu Bcgam, his wife ; the headless body of 
Darii ^ikoh, the unfortunate son of Shahjahan, 
the emperors Jahandar ^ah, Farruldrsiyar, Bail- 
‘ud-da-rajat, BafiTid-daulah and ‘Alamgir 11.^ The 
last phase in the active history of the tomb was the 
capture here of the last Moghul emperor of Delhi, 
Bahadur Shah II, and the three princes Mirza Mo gh ul. 
Mirza ^izr Sultan and Mirza Abu Bakr by Lieutenant 
Hodson in 1857. 

The mausoleum and enclosure of Humayun arc 
built of three kinds of stone : the walls of the enclosure 
and its two gateways are of local c^uartzite with 
red sandstone dressings and marble inlay, while the 
main building is of Tantpur red sandstone with a 
lavish use of white marble from Makrana.^ 


* SangTn Beg, op. oil. 

Tantpur Is in the Agia district, and Makiaiia is in Kajputana. at a distance 
of 1 >3 and miles respectively from Delhi. 


'-outli i}V ina))! uart-. :y2 1'et‘T -rauu- ■ . 

.H [><)(li\in) ai)i)i'ua('h<Ml liv a Hiuht nf ina* liaan Tf - 

'4(1 1 < >a(l'l(*\(*l aial (l(>iil4p->tHr('\aMi 111 ** La'*>uii' 

floor col]!])! is(‘s a (-(aitiMl o(aauo]ial (hant-i! li.ill w'l: 
ivctaiiuiilai' \vii)u> ‘ tin* I'm-nT tloo) consist- mL -(juair .n - 
Mhlonu i-ooiii>. oiit»m- .iiiiilr- A]r .xhaaa-'! 

ootauoiial ])ill^a('l(;'^ rop))('(l witli lotn^ (h-'-iiDi 1' 

flanka^d (>xt(M-)ia ll\' l)V -< i-iMMi- \va iK with ain^' 

i-<M-(*s>(*^ (pi, Jl). 

Vdjoiniiiu t ia* -'OUT li ,i!at'‘ on tl)r i- a < oinpoa:!-: 

1 TtU \'ai‘(U 1)\ *).*) va)-(K. l>nilt ai^an!--! tlir rxtai'io] r.< 

ol’ t ho main (*iK losui a-wall. t o which n js a]i a^hlition. !' 
rot!fa.iii^ a low roojt‘(l xaiMudah witli n\ mit \’-five a) » ia-o 
«-ntraH(t‘^ .iial \\a'> po-.sih[\* in(Min To a^ ('omnioda-^ 
tla‘ t omh-artfiataiit V. It- iiiaitT <axit i- towaid- 
■^fnitli Imt It i^ al^o euiUaa 1 (m 1 with tlia T(aiil) hy a ^luaj’ 
(loorwav. hdankin^ th<' sah^ of tla* i^aTt^ 

t(M*Tially rlaaa‘ i-^ atajtla*!' mucli-dila })ahit(M! Innldnri 
al>o an addition. 


'ria^ \vt^st(‘rn ^atta l>y whicli \']Nit(a-'' now j r * 

tla‘ t oml)-cia‘lo>nra. «dso >tai]d- on a podium vut: 
live st(‘]>s and is built in two stoiaw--. It (amb^t- < ' 
a (MUitral luilJ. baU scpiaiau with N(piar(‘ ^ah*']'<M»ir - 
in tlio ii;roiual ilonr. and oblong moni'' in tla- lii^t tiora 
It is approaclaal iVoni front and bark tlnough )>oiTai- 
fact. high. Idle gat(‘ tiankod (^xteiaiaJly ’uiif 
arrhod laaa^Nv^^s; ,^inj un^tsuri^s 41) b^u in hoiglit fr()rn tfir 
tioor-lcv(d to tla* para])ct. It i> ^inaraannK'd cit ti.-- 
(.>ut(‘r angh^s bv ^niall ]>avilion> iclfhatfr'/^). o e: 
s(juai‘e 


o 
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The noTtliern. Noarliern and western u'all> <4 tin 
eiadosure are of plastered rul>l)lt‘ and are IP fret high. 
The interior face contains reei*ssed arches with pointed 
head>. and the outer face is ca'owiu'd with una'lons in 
relief. On the east or rivei'-sidt* the enclosure wall 
IS oulv 4 to 5 feet in height except for a length of To 
vards towards its ^outh end. whert‘ it is again 10 feet 
high Only this portion of the eastern wall is plastered,, 
-and it contains re(‘essed arehes on both faces. The 
hawer wall was doubtless meant to afford an <>[)eii view 
of the river from the tomb and the ganlen. The en- 
closure walls were built iu seviuad stages, as is indiiaited 
i>v breaks in the bond, and somf‘ portions are restoi" 
.itKnn. 

Towards the centre of the inner ta(‘e of the north 
wall staiuls an arcaded pavilion on a platform 7 feet 
hiah It contains an <u*tagonal tank o feet iiudie^ 
aoros'- anft the room appears t<» have -^erveil the 
purpose oi a bath. It is [ilasttnaal but undeeorated 
Hehind this pavilion, on the north side rd’ the ench^suiv- 
wall is a riibbledaiilt circular well, winch sU[)plie<l 
water both t<a thi' hath and thf* (dianneU oi the garden. 
The centre ot tin* eastern wall is provided witli a mo] + ‘ 
HiaiKjrate pa\'ilion. witli .i veraiahdi along its j-a.-r 
front, which face.- tin* The di’taiU *>t the ><ind- 

-toin* eolumn^ and elahoratelv eiisped areln*s indieatt 
^bat thi^ [)a\ihon an addition probably ot the ^es'en- 
^r>r*utli ctMiturw 

The garden in th^* ('eutii* ot ivhieh ^taud- tin- 
r-Uipei'oi'^ niaii''ohaiiu a purelv Persian ieatiii't' niv* 
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is tlie earliest (‘xtaiit warden in linlia still pie-> 

sei-vino- iis oi'iyinal ])lan. It is a chli'l^l gh (is-., a ivar^hni i 
srjuaie on ])laii) dividisl into tom* main pailern-s ]>y 
hroad eanseways 41 foot 0 ineln^s in width Tin* 
cause ways are |)i‘ovide(l with nanawy water-ehanmds 
in the fan^tim which onrs' irrigat(‘d and <nlof‘ned the 
uaialen. Tliese nari'ow channels aia- tlu‘ <nn‘estors 
of th(‘ l)road canals cliaracte!'jsti(- of the later Mo gh ul 
gaialiuis. as at th{‘ d'aj at Agra, wlien* the canals are 
a dominant featuia- ot tlu^ gaialen. According to the 
usual lay-out of a the four tnaiti pai'lena*^ 

ai'(‘ suh divided ])V minor (Musiovavs into smallei' plots. 
4di(‘ c]‘ossings of thes(* caus(‘wavs ari* einphasix(‘d h\' 
shallow t.uiks a)id platforms and at (sndi fall of the 
ground h‘Vel the channels are provided with scalloped 
red sandstcjiie chutes, dda-se water-(‘hutes later hecamc 
<*haiact(‘ristic of Moghul g<n‘dtms and weiu- used with 
!mn*h <4t(‘ct in the high-te)'raced ^alamar gardems in 
Kashmii' and at Lahore. Ihit c\'en in relativtdy h‘Vel 
gardens the sligh1(‘>>t fall in tla^ gi’oui\d hwu'l wa-m utiliz(‘d 
for cr(‘aling these litth^ watei falls. 

In the <entre of the gard(m the inausohMim itstdf 
ris<‘s froju a wide and loftv ])latfoim 22 feet high, wdiich 
in turn stands u])on a ])odium 4 fts-i high (])L I). The 
latt(U’ is the only h-atmv of tlie mausoleum built of 
quartzite. th(‘ la-mniiuhu- heing ent irel\' of red av yelhwvish 
sandstone w'itli marhle pamds or outlines and a nuirhle- 
co\'e]‘ed dome. In (sieh side of the high te7-ra('<* are 
se\aunaa-n ai‘ehes, wdiile at (‘ach corner an ohliipte arch 
(‘uts tht‘ anghc The cimtiv)! areh on each sid(^ o])ens 
on tr) an ascending stair('as(‘. To the east of tlu* 

V. 
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south(‘rii stair a liorizontal pas^agt* h^ads to tlu* actual 
tomb ]><‘lo\v tbo moniuntMit. iHMuaiiiiiig’ aj'dios 

open into cells most of which (‘oiitain '^ubsiajuent ])nrials. 
Th(‘ floor of the terrac(^ is ])av(Ml with red sandstotie 
and contains a number of unidcmtitied graves. 

The central hall containing the cenotaph (vertically 
above the actual tomb in tlie basement) is octagonal 
on plan anrl is roofed by a double dome (arrital on 
.squinch(\s with plastejvd inttwhua* in tin* s])andn‘ls. 
It is in three stages, of which tin* (a*ntral is a gall(*i‘v 
and the u]>p(*rmost a (*l(‘restory. Most of the openings 
are iilh*d with sandstone grilles. The (enofa])h it.^(‘lf 
is of marble with a panelled top and hoin*\a‘omb 
frieze, and is uninscribed (pi. fll). 

Adjoining (*a(di of tin* diagonal sid<‘s of the cmitral 
tomb is an octagonal wing, and b(‘twe(*n tln‘m at the 
cardinal ])oints aie tin* great arclie<l lobbi(*s which 
dominate tin* exterior elevation. Although varied bv 
numerous panels and re(M*ss(*s. these confoian ess(*ntiallv 
to the three-fold s('h(un(* ('hara(‘teristic of P(‘rsian 
architecture, the great central an‘ln*s being Hanked 
bv a smaller but (*m[jhatic <n'ch in eai h wing. Tlie 
outer done* is (‘ov(‘r(*(l with inarlh* and is of bulbous 
shap(*. ft is supported by pa\ilions [chhaflnfi) abovt* 
the wings and jjortals. Th(*se pavilions. augm(*nt(*d 
by (airefiilly-graded ])innacles at all ajigles of the build- 
ing, unite tin* soring outline of the dome with the 
horizontal lin(‘s of tin* main structun* and give strength 
and coh(*rence to tin* design. 



lluniayun’s is oik^ of tlir important 

l)uil(lin^^ wliicli tin* Mogliul> (M'cctad in India. It 
iiitrodmaal foi* tin* lii>t linn* tanlain ft‘atur(‘s wlindi \V(n(‘ 
purely Pei-sian. notahlv tli(‘ i)ull)ou> doidd(‘-dome on 
a liigh u<M‘k. and the garden to adoi-n tlio suri-oundings 
of tlh' toinl). It marked the end of tla.* somkro stvl(‘ 
ol th(‘ ea]'l\' ludo-Muslnns and laid tha loiindatum 
of the oi'nati^ stvle which culininaltMl in the ddVp ILindu 
l)ra('k(‘ts and flat ai'chitra\'(‘s ar<‘ i’(‘]>laced almost 
(,*-om()letel V l)v th{‘ Muslim .ircli ami geometrical tra<‘(*rie^. 
( )n the other hand, the ligid main lin(‘> ol the huildiiV' 

*_ r' 

ai’(‘ diviu’sified l>y pavilions wliicli are (‘ssfnitialK' Hindu 
in oj'igin and, without impairing the strength of tin* 
design, give* it a unity and ('ohr‘)eu(<r (jf a kind foreign 
to its LVn'sian prototypes. 



3. THE iiArxBEK'b TOMJ.i 

'^HE uJily indication of the dale of Ihi^ lotnh 
is the ligure 999 carved on one of t]u‘ gi*av<‘s 
inside it. The hgurc probably stands for tlie llijj'a date 
corresponding to Ad). 1590-], and this dating is coJisist- 
eiit Avith the architecture of the building. Nothing 
mure is known about this pictin’cscpn* tomb of nal ajid 
grey sandstone, although it is locallv known as the 
Barber's tomb (Nai-ka Gumbad). 

The tondj stainls on a podium S feet high and SO 
feet square, reached by seven stej)s fj'om the >^outh. 
Tile building is square on plan and consists of a sijigle 
compartment covered with a double dome. The inmu‘ 
dome is of unusual design and consists of a small central 
cupola carried on four intersecting and arche<l rit^s 
Avith pendentives. The tAVo marble graves inside 
are inscribed Avith verses from the hbirain Exietaialiy 
there is a portal-arch 2o feet high in each side. Tlie 
outer dome is shouldered, rises from a sixteen-sidtal 
drum ami is crowned by an inverted lotus Iniial-basc. 
tinial missing. At each corner of tin* maiji striieturi' 
is a. pavilion {rlihatirl) retaining the remains ol sijujde 
blue, green and yelloAV tile-inlay (pi. iV). 


( ) 



4. MLA (ilAir.Al) 

plFTY \'ar<ls outsi(l(* tlir (Msti'ni wall (»f tlu' cnrlo 
Yur(‘ of KiunayuiiV mausolrmn i^ sr(‘!i a <laniaya'(l 
<lo]iH*. w ('oiDinonly ('ailed tlu' Xlla (Jiitnhad 

(P)lu(' J)oiii(‘)- Sayyid Ahmad I^an ( I S4(>) i)«‘li(*\ ( m 1 t hal 
it coiitaiiHMl the iiaiiaiii^ of Falum Khaii. a faithful 
attendant of ‘AhdiU' UaliTiu j^am l^an-nl^anan. 
wlu.) died in ll)2(> i)i tla* t't'ieu ol tin' emixwoi* Jahauuii'd 
and he has l)e(‘n follow(Ml hy modi'rn \\i'it(‘rs“. lint 
tliis hy])othesis Is dispi'oved hv tiu' following ‘^triietuial 
eonsideration^ : tlu' outer faia* of the soiitlau'n eoj'iiei* 
of the eastern (‘uelosure- wall of IfuiuaynuA tonih, 
innnediulely u])[)usit(‘ tie* NTla ^dnnhad. eoiitaiim 
recessed arelies which eout!a>1 with tlie plain e(ans- 
triietiojL of th(‘ wall exaawwherx* (‘hi* oii this si(h‘ ; 
it also eontains a doorwav hauling to the Alla tuiinhad. 
Til (‘se features are oj'iginal ami indii ati* that tin* (dinihad 
aheady (‘xi^ted before, or wa^ simultaneously (h‘sioii(‘d 
With, the (‘uelosuia* wall. It eauuot tlu'ndore have 
been erected to ensluine the remains of a uohlemaii of 
.Jahaiiglrhs time. 

Th(‘ building mainly ol hx'al gre\- ([uartzdi’ 

and is |)last(‘r(‘d both iutmaially and m\t(‘i*ually. The 
donu' is cov(*r(“d with (lark blue td(‘s. and theie are 
blue and yellow tili's round th(‘ drum. 

^ i sarne-Saiidfiid (Cawnporta UKU), ill, lU-2. 

* C tir Stopiifn. <n)d Hi ion in of prfjn 

iS7()), p. -JU) , LCa >)f IhUn (C.U' IlUa), II, IJ.jXi , U <; 

we, P>f^l 'fi/il prr-./iff (1 I'KiJp p, :i33. 

I 1:5 ) 
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rix" tomb, octagonal on plan, stands on a platlonn 
|i)l) f(M‘t s([nart^ and o le<‘t liigli. Its dome is raised on 
a liigb eiidilar drum, and is ( rowned externally by a!) 
iiiverte<l lotus with a red sandstone finial. Interjially it 
IS cariitMl on squiiu'hes with ])la^teml int^n'lace and 
has a (ijMular (antral pamd enriched with painted 
horal d(‘eoration in Persiai: st\h*- tVingcMl by tin* r(‘mains 
of subsidiary lioral pam^ls. There is no mojumnmt 
oN'er the grave. Ext(‘rnally tin* sid(‘S of the octagon 
contain four-c(‘ntred n'cessed areiies. of which thoM^ 
in the cardinal sides aie pi(*rced f)y srpiare-lnaided 
doorway.^ surmounted by foiU‘-(amtred and pierced 
tympana. The parapet is simple and without tJie usual 
[>innacles at the corners. 



5. riTILI.All X1ZAM(1)1)TX atija 

/^Fl'SlDK tli(‘ nortli-i^iisr voriu^v of (‘lU'Iosinr of 
Iluiiul vriii ’s oiaiiNoliMUii ar*" tlia rt^nains of a liou<(‘. 
saal to ]iaV(‘ laaoi usati by a famous Muslim saiul. 

A"izamu(l{lrn Aulia (bied ]o25). wdio |>(*rfo)'ma(l 
Ills ( l(*\ajtio]is tluu*a^. Xo historical ralai'cma^ i> avail- 
ablt* to substantiate the statanumt, but the au^tore 
form of t]i(‘ ar(‘liit(H‘tur(‘ of tlia buihiiu;^ is ('lUisistaiit 
with a fourtetmth-('(‘iit ui v data. 

Tha hou>(‘ .sta.nds on a [ilatform 12 f(‘<‘t hioh 
al)oV(‘ th(* formar ri\'(*rA)auk, and aousists of a low 
(Idhlh (naii'odiambar) iMdiind a simph‘ x'arandali 
of groinad vaults which opens towards flm cast- 
through ogai^-pointad ai'(dias. Tlu^ walls arc (lattarad. 
Remains of another room witli massive walls and spuart*- 
hemhal dooi'ways stand inunediatelv to tlu‘ south- 
east of the (Idhhi. 

Tile laistern adjac^mt room is an addition. (h\sioiH‘i] 
to till up th(‘ ga]) betwaam tlu^ room mentioned abo\a 
and th(‘ houst* to In* dascrilaal ])al(_)W. 

(1os(‘ to tin* (h'fhhi and adjoining llu* north-isasi 
('oriuu' of the enclosiu'e o1 llumavurrs mausohmm 
are the remains of anothei- doubla-stor^^vad house 
with a veranclali on its taistci-n iVont facing tlio 
I'lvov. The details of tlii' red -^aiidstono colunins 
and lintels supported on liracket'' iiidicato that then- 
was a cunstruetion of the Himnn-nn-Akhar p(*riod. 
'I’he house is structurally independent (»| 1 1 nniavrin's 

tomb, as the northern end of the (>astern enclosure 
of the tomb butts against it. 

' 1 .\/ of Drlhi M >1:1 H iticni ^ II. I M 
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fi. ^rOSQTTE afsat?wala 

■^ITE ]iios<iuo is sittsl on a rnisc(l ])latfonn about 
^ l(K) yards to tin* soutli-wnsi of t]i(‘ wostorn o-itt* 
<_)! blumavfin’s toiiil)-onr*losuro. Tlu* dato of tin* ronsti'iic- 
tion of tliis luosqua is not known, but arcduioologiral 
t^videune placets it between 1500 and 1507. The (‘arbor 
linnt is d(*t(a-nun(‘d by the faot tliat t]u‘ noi'theni wall 
of tbe nioscjiu^ i^ suporimposorl upon a wall of th('‘ 
'Arab Sarfd and is rb(U‘ofore lat(‘r tha!i tbt‘ Sarfu wliiob 
was built in I500-1 (s(‘(‘ l)(‘low. p. IS). On tlu^ 

olb(‘r band, the Afsarwada Toinlu standing in the 
soutli-W(‘st ('ojiun* of tb(‘ jjlatforni of tins ])ios(jU<* and 
('ontaining a gra\a‘ with tb<‘ dat(‘ 074 (1500-7). was 
built bv dtu^iolishing tbe W(*st(‘rn sr]-(‘en-wall of tin* 
nios<[n(‘. 

The l)nilding is of looal (|nartzito wilb ivd sandston(‘ 

♦ Ir(*ssings. It (‘onsists of a singl(‘ pT‘ay(W-(dianib(*r 
di\'id(‘d into tlir(‘(^ bavs. tb(‘ (aniti'a! bay rooled \)V 
a doni(‘ (ai‘ri(Ml on sfjuiindu^s with int(‘i'la(‘(‘d span- 
dj'ols. and tli(‘ lataaal ba\s^ b\' donu's s])ringing from 
p(*nd(‘!iti\'(‘s. TIk‘ i]isi(b‘ of tin* 0(‘ntral donn^ ranitains 
a paint(‘d (‘ir(ailar paiad. Tin* camtral bay o|)(‘ns 
through a roiu'-(a‘nti‘(‘d andi and is larger and biglau* 
than tin* flaidcing bays, which art* also <‘n1(‘]*ed 
through foin*-eenti‘(‘d arrdu's. Tin* d(*sign thus eon- 
forins (*ss<uitially to tin* " iriph* ivan *’ of l^(*rsia. 'bln* 
out(‘r angh*s of tin* ])ara])(‘t aia* furnisln*d with ])in' 
iiaeles, an»l the shouidered dome rises from a ('ireiihn' 
drum and is erowiU‘d with an invtnted h;tns finial* 
l)ase, tinial missing. 

Tin* grav(*s in tin.* courtyard of tin* ♦msfjiie arc 
uni(;lcntified. 


{ ) 



7. TOMB AFSAfJW ILA 


iiuiTt'UtilifMl roniF wliidi is locallx' known as 
AOarwala stands in tlir '^onrli-west (‘orinn* ot 
tin* Atkarwala Mt>s(|ur and is of uid<nown origin. ()u 
our ot^ tlu* niarMr oraxa^s r(‘pi-<‘S(‘nting a sucoudarv 
Burial msidr tin* toiuB aiv insrrihrd (juotations froju. 
tlu* (^urau ainl tlu* numl)(*r 974. whirh pj^odadly refers 
to the daU* in the Hiji'a era eoiTes[)uudino to A.U. 
1596-7. Tin* tond> was the]*(‘fore Built in 1599-7 or 
a few rears earliei'. 

Tht^ Iniildin^ i'^ of loeal grt*y (puirt/ite with main 
lines <af red .sa mistime and inarBle inlay. It stands on 
a plinth a foot high from the nio*-<|ue Hooi and eonsists 
ot a single emnpai't inent . (*Mn-iloirn in ])lan infernally. 
uhi('h is (*o\'f*red with a donhle dome. The inner rntpola 
i^ carried on p<‘ndentive> with ph)>t»*red interlace. 
Ivvternallv tin* toiid) i^ oiUagonal on plan: the sides 
of the octagon contain deeply-recessad arehes with 
s( pta i‘e-headed doorwa\’'s opening into the tomB-chaiuBt‘r 
in the four cai‘dinal dire(*tions. ddn* -«pandrels ol the 
arche^<ire (h*corated whth round hos^^.-^nf red sandstone. 
The outer dona* ri>t*> from high octagonal drum ami 
i^ crow'ueti 1)\' all invcitrd lotu*' tuuai-lMsi* hearing 
a red '^ainlstoue hiiial. 
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S. \RAB SAKAI 


■^HE *Aiab Sarai wa^ hnih hy Haji B^'O-an). 

^ widow of tha ninporoj* Huinavrni. in A.E 1. 300-1 d 
She ))rought witli ]j<n' tlirea liuudrad Aral o]i he}' ivtinai 
from Mf‘cr‘a and '^aid to havo MWtlod them hole. 

Jt i^ a thg "^anai (iv^t-liouse) rontaining a]-(‘ifo<l celK 
against its enclosure- Vv^alls. Almost all the rfdl> are 

now in a dilapidated eoudition. 1’he only -ti’iieture 
woithy of notice i> the north e]*n gat(*, which m -een h\’ 
the visitor on his light while proceeding to the enp^^ror 
niausoleiun after crossing the Bn Haluna Liarden. 
Idle gate stands 40 feet high from its jilintli and is 
built of lo(‘al <juartzite witli red sandstom^ diressings 
and marble inlav. Fhe main gateodiamber m liexa- 
i^onal and was coNaned with a <lome. mwv rollapsed, 
witli plastered interlace. Above the main arch of the 
gateway is a bah*ony window supported by >ix carved 
brackets, and on eaidi side at the same level are further 
balcoiw tvindows with pyramidal domes emiclied bv 
velloAv and blue tile.s. 

'Ihvo othej* gatewa\',s admit to the Sai-fd. tjoin the 
^^ast and the west respe^rtively. The eastern ii'ateway, 
olose to the soutli-wt^st eorner of llumuyun - mauso- 
leum. is really an entranct‘ to a hfaju/'/ (market), whi<‘h 
was added to the ' Arab Sarai bv one MiLi Banu 


^ (Is4-0). Pait 111. TA, 

IS ) 
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ill the time of Jahangir'. The. market eonsisted 
of a seiies of arehed rooms, now in ruins. Tlie eastern 
gateway of the Saral stands opposite this gate, 118 
yards due west, and is without any decoration. 


^ The inscription on tho eastern gateway reads as follows : — 

1 1 ^ 1 1 ■— 1 1 
_ a Li ^ b J 

“ In tlic name of Clod, who is merciful and clement. There Is no God 
hut Allah, and Muliammad is his Prophet. Mihr Bann, the old mistress of 
Jahangir the King ” 


i), (;Ai{DEN UF BO ILVLLMA 


gat(;\v;iy wliLTc i\iv visitor alights lo walk up 
^ to Huuiayfin's mausoleum is t h(‘ oastcrii cJitranee 
of the Bfi Hallma garden. Nothing is kiiowji about Bu 
Halliua and th(‘ oi-igiii of tJie garden locally named 
aftcj* her. but arehiteeturally rlie enelosiu'e- walls and 
th(‘ gateway of the gardcni brlojig to the early Moghul 
[)erirMl (sixteenth century) : it is earlier than the 
‘Arab Sa]*ai, tln‘ iiortlunn wall of which abuts on the 
plastered (cxtinior ot tJie eastern garden-enclosure. 

The garden is (Uiclosed by rubble walls (d local 
((uaj‘tzit(\ its east('rn gateway is a sijjiph* structure 
consisting of an ol)long jnain gat(‘~cl]ainbei' with 
octagonal wings. Bxt(‘rnally it is splayed back 
at the angles, and the ('cntral portion (*ontains an 
(nnainental arched Jecess, (niclosing an arched door- 
V ay and a superimposed balcony -window supported 
bv lour brackets, ddn; facade was on(*(‘ decorated 
with colourcMl tiles. ])ortioJis of which arc*, still 
extant. 

Ai lln* iioi'lhr'asl and nnj'lh\\(‘sl coiuc'is ol the 
CUM losurce walls ai'c* cadagona I bast ioirs, suiinoiuited 
by small domed (hha^lh'ls with glazed tile-work. A 
dilapidated structure iji the north c'onier of the garden- 
c'uclosure is said locally to contain the grave of Bu 
Habma. 
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10. mMU AND MUDDLE OF KllAN 


tomb and mosque of ‘Isal^aii Niya/A stand 
^ immediately to the south of Bu HalimaA garden. 
'Isa Ij^an was a nobleman at the eoint of ^ei* Slu'd i 
Suri (1539-45) and his son. A B(*i‘sian inseiiption 
on a red sandstone slab fixed over the mchrclh insi<le 
the tomb gives the date of its eonstj iirtion and l un^ 
as follows : — 

ai.vw>» * <K\Li dl)! j1 (j I kw' 

_ O p' ^ ^ ^ C «A •,1 ^ , J Ijfc. ^ J 

This t<>iuls which i>. .Ill .jsyltini nf a\.is l»inlt autjii;: ihr M'ljin 

<•1 l>!ain '^iili, of Shall, may (omI jmm ju tn.il r In^ kiML"'lo?n ami 

.'‘ovcivignty, hy M.iMiail ‘\]i Isa Khan, son ot Xiy.l/ A^^waii, tin- < hi' f 
(‘h.uiiherlain, in the Hijia ye.ir nine hMii(Jrc<i ami lifty-fouu Tin- year \)o\ 
(A. l>. lo47-4S).” 

It is built mainly of loeal grey (juartzite with orna- 
mental use of red sandstone. Tlu‘ rough masojnA’ 
is eovered with stueeo plaster, and glazed tiles of <lill 
eieiit colours have been used in d(‘eorating tlie walls 

The tomb stands in the centre of an octagonal 
«'n<*h»sure, the walls (.>f which art' ( towikmI wit h plain 
battlements and the angles pj‘ovid(Ml with (‘ireular 
bastions, giving it an air of strength. It is (Mitered 
from tin' north through a gateway which stands on 
a. j)odium approached by a flight ol hv(‘ st(*j)s. The 
gate is in a dilajudated condition and tin.* main gate 
chamber has collajised. but the existing remains show 

( ) 
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tliat it was covered by a vaulted roof. The square- 
headed doorway is of Hindu design ; the ‘ beam’ which 
covers it is supported by heavy, carved brackets which 
in turn rest on pilasters. It is built mainly of local 
grey quartzite with red sandstone lining (pi. V). 

The tomb is further enclosetl by an inner low octa- 
gonal wall and is itself octagonal on plan. It stands 
on a podium 4 feet high. The square-headed doorways 
on all sides of the tomb-chamber except the south 
and the west are closed with jalts (grilles) within 
recesses having four-centred arches. The western side 
is occupied by a fonr-centred mehrab} bordereil b\' 
quotations from the (^uran, while the southern side 
contains the entrance to the tomb-chamber. It is 
reduced above successively to sixteen and thirty-two 
sides with the help of red sandstone brackets, to carry 
the dome. The clerestory arches in square frames 
form a continuous band round the chamber, and one 
out of every four is pierced with a small balcony support- 
ed by heavy projecting brackets. The medallion 
in the centre of the dome is enriched with painteel 
floral decoration in Persian style, fringed by a quotation 
from the Quran. 

Inside the tomb-chamber exist two large graves 
and four smaller graves. The inonumeiit over the grave 
of Tsa ^aii, one of the two larger, is of marble and 
red .sandstone. The floor is paved with sandstone, 
slabs. 

* Mthrab^ are common in early Indo^Muslim tombs but gradually did' 
ai»pearcd in the Moghul period. 



Tlio main tom)>rliamhor is snrroundod by an 
arcaded v(*randah having three stilted fonr-eentred 
arches on each side of the octagon. The corner Imttress- 
es are battered. The capitals of tlu^ ])illars are decorated 
witli sliield-shaped ornamentation, and tlie shafts 
are formed of twin monoliths. The spandrels of the 
arches contain roundels of different designs and the 
borders retain the remains of b1u(\ ga'cen aiid yellow 
tile-inlav. It is crowned by a stone rJfhajjd (pent) 
supported by eleven plain brackets on eacli side. The 
parapet above the verandah contains false merlons and 
from the eight angh^s rise slender pinnacles, topped with 
lotus-flower design. The square dome sjmings from a 
sixte^en^sided drum, and eiglit rhhafns supported by 
(‘olumns of red sandstone lise from tlie 7‘oofdevel to 
surround the main dome and to harmonize the desiorn. 

The tomb of ‘Isa &an is similar on plan to those 
of Khan-i-Jahau Tilanp;anT (died i:b>8-9). iNhibarak 
Shah (died 1434). Tlnhammad Shah (died abont 1443) 
and Sikandar Shah Lodi (died 1517), all in Delhi ; 
that of Klian-i-Jahan 'ITlanganT. in the village of 
Nizamnddin (Delhi), being the earliest octagonal tomb 
in India. The more notable octagonal tombs are to 
be found in the Delhi area ; i^ntside, the only import- 
ant tombs of this type are the two at Sasai'am in Bihar, 
belonging to Sher Shfih Sur'i and his father Hasan 
Klian Suri (died 1535). The type was derived from 
Persia where octagonal tombs existed in the twelftl] 
century. 1 In India octagonal pavilions used as tombs 

‘ A. U. Pope, Survey of Persian 4rt (London and \e\v York, 1939^ IL 
1023. 
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an' IV»ini<l in tlu' Tughlac) period (fonrteent)! o*')ilurv), 
<‘.a. nt H.itiz Klias (Delhi). 

'I’lic iiios(|ii(* ol ‘I.sii ^aii stands immediately to 
tlic West of the tomb inside the .same enclosure- walls, 
ft is built mainly cif local grey qnartzite with red sand 
sfotH' lacing and coloured tile inlay, ft stands on a 
platform lect high and consists of a single p7'a.ycr- 
chambcr which is divided into three bays. Internally 
rhc central dome is carried on scpiinches and tin* 
lateral domes rise from pendentives. The interior 
of the mosriiK' is i\ot elaborately decorated. Tlic 
tioor of the chamlM'r is plastered. 

Each l)av is |)ierced by a foui'centred ardn-d 
cntranc('. IvKternally the central bay projh'cTs and 
is higher than the Hanking bays. The borders of the 
arches anrl the spandrels are decorated \sith l)bic and 
green tih'S. The framework of the centi’al arch is 
rclievcfl at intervals by panels. A stone (’hhajio 
projects over the side bays. The parapet contains 
tm'rlons in relief, and the corners of the central l)ay arc 
decorated with pinnacles. 

The cf'iitral dome is high-shouldered and springs 
from a sixteen-sided drum. 1’wo dome<l pavilions, 
supported bv grey stone pillars, stand on ('ither side 
of the central dome and retain the remains of blue tile 
iiday. 
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